United States Patent and Trademark Office 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



10/663.075 



09/16/2003 

I L] 6/2004 



27717 75P0 

SEYFARTH SHAW 

55 EAST MONROE STREET 

SUITE'4200 

CHICAGO, IL 60603-5803 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



Noriluto Ito 



(: NIXED STA TES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
tnited States Patent and t rademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

PO. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
ww.usplo.gov 



ATTORNEY D(X'KET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



TW417 



2053 



EXAMINER 



MCPHERSON. JOHN A 



ARTUNJT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1756 

DATE MAILED: 1 1/16/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/663,075 



Examiner 

John A. McPherson 



Applicant(s) 

ITO ETAL 



Art Unit 

1756 



Period for Repiy 4 ^ 7 ^ communication a PP oars on cover sheet with the correspondence address « " 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. " 

" ^ q5^^25 f , ba a )! ai,abl ? r und ^the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. ' 

' Swn ^ f° r reP ', y Sp6Cifie r a 5°l e iS ,e ! S thirty (30) days ' a re P'y within statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- V NO parted for reply » specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date oTthiT communication 

- Failure o reply withm the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S cTl 33) COmmUmCatl0n ' 
Any reply received by he Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). y^cany 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 August 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) M9 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 17-19 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) 1-9 and 11-16 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) 13 Claim(s) 10 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 20 April 2004 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)l3 All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
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5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claim 1 -1 6 in the reply filed on 
8/30/04 is acknowledged. 

Claim 17-19 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic < 
linking claim. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds 1 50 words in 
length. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 1 0 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form. 

Claim 10 presents the limitation "wherein the photocatalyst treatment layer is a 
layer comprising a photocatalyst", however claim 1 already requires utilizing "a 
photocatalyst treatment layer containing a photocatalyst" (see lines 9-10). Therefore, 
claim 10 does not further limit claim 1 . 
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Pertinent Prior Art 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US 2004/0155578 discloses a method of producing an electroluminescent 
element comprising the steps of forming a decomposition removal layer on a electrode, 
placing a photocatalyst treatment layer adjacent to the decomposition removal layer, 
conducting pattern irradiation so as to decompose a portion of the decomposition 
removal layer, and forming an organic electroluminescent layer. 

JP 2003-229255 discloses a method of manufacturing an organic 
electroluminescent display comprising the steps of irradiating a photocatalyst layer on a 
transfer board, selectively applying a solution for light emitting layers on the 
photocatalyst layer, and transferring the solution to a display board. 

JP 2001-237069 discloses a method of manufacturing an EL element comprising 
the steps of forming a photocatalytic layer on an electrode, forming a pattern by 
exposing the photocatalytic material in the shape of the pattern, and a process of 
forming at least one layer on the photocatalytic layer depending on a difference of 
liability to moistening. 

JP 2003-3229261 discloses a process of manufacturing a color conversion filter 
comprising the steps of forming a wettability change layer on dividing walls of a board, 
providing a photocatalyst board in contact with the wettability change layer, irradiating 
energy on the wettability change layer to form a lyophilic zone between dividing walls, 
and forming a color filter and color conversion layers. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1 -9 and 1 1 -1 6 are allowed because in a process of manufacturing an 
electroluminescent element as set forth in claim 1 of the present invention, the prior art 
does not teach or suggest the method wherein the layer which can be decomposed and 
removed by the action of a photocatalyst is a hole injection layer, wherein a contact 
angle to a liquid of the surface of the hole injecting layer is smaller than the contact 
angle to a liquid of the surface barred by removing the hole injecting layer in the 
decomposition removing process. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John A. McPherson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1386. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM 
to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Huff can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 385. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). n 
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